
Order in Petition No. 33/TL/2022 Page 1 

CENTRAL ELECTRICITY REGULATORY COMMISSION 

NEW DELHI 
 

     Petition No. 33/TL/2022 

Coram: 
Shri I. S. Jha, Member 
Shri Arun Goyal, Member  
Shri P. K. Singh, Member  
 
Date of order: 28th July, 2022 

 

 

In the matter of  

Application under Section 14, Section 15 and Section 79 (1) (e) of the Electricity Act, 
2003 read with the Central Electricity Regulatory Commission (Procedure, Terms and 
Conditions for Grant of Transmission License and other related matters) Regulations, 
2009 with respect to grant of transmission licence to Nangalbibra-Bongaigaon 
Transmission Limited. 
  
And 
In the matter of  
 
Nangalbibra - Bongaigaon Transmission Limited 
F-1, The Mira Corporate Suites, 1 & 2  
Ishwar Nagar, Okhla Crossing,  
Mathura Road,  
New Delhi – 110065     

    … Petitioner 
 

VERSUS 
 

1. Assam Power Distribution Company Limited, 
4th Floor, Bijulee Bhawan,  
Paltan Bazar,  
Guwahati – 781001, Assam 

 
2. Meghalaya Energy Corporation Limited, 
Lumjingshai, Short Round Road,  
Shillong – 793001, Meghalaya 

 
3. Tripura State Electricity Corporation Limited, 
Bidyut Bhaban, Banamalipur,  
Agartala – 799001, Tripura  
 
4. Department of Power, Arunachal Pradesh, 
Power Department Office, Kharsang,  
Arunachal Pradesh – 792122  

 
5. Manipur State Power Distribution Corporation Limited, 
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3rd Floor, New Directorate Building,  
Near 2nd MR Gate, Imphal-Dimapur Road, 
Imphal – 795001, Manipur 

 
6. Department of Power, Nagaland, 
Electricity House, A.G Colony,  
Kohima – 797001, Nagaland 

 
7. Department of Power & Electricity, Mizoram, 
Power & Electricity Department,  
Kawlpheta Building,   
New Secretariat Complex, Khatla 
Aizawl – 796001, Mizoram 

 
8. HVDC BNC Powergrid, 
Power Grid Corporation of India Limited, 
Biswanath Ghat Road, Biswanath Chariali, 
P.O: Burigang,  
Sonitpur – 784176, Assam 

 
9. PFC Consulting Limited,  
First Floor, Urjanidhi, 1, Barakhamba Lane,  
Connaught Place,  
New Delhi- 110001                               
 
10. Central Electricity Authority, 
Seva Bhawan, R.K. Puram,  
New Delhi- 110066                                   

 
11. Central Transmission Utility of India Limited,  
Saudamini, Plot No.2, Sector 29,  
Near IFFCO Chowk,  
Gurgaon - 122001, India                                                            … Respondents 

 
Parties present:  

Shri Deep Rao, Advocate, NBTL 
Ms. Harneet Kaur, Advocate, NBTL 
Shri TAN Reddy, NBTL 
Shri Balaji Sivan, NBTL 
Shri Pulkit Sharma, Advocate, NBTL 
Shri Manish Ranjan Keshari, CTUIL 
Shri Swapnil Verma, CTUIL 
Shri Siddharth Sharma, CTUIL 
Shri Ranjeet Singh, Rajput, CTUIL 
Shri Akshayavat Kislay, CTUIL 
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ORDER 

         The Petitioner, Nangalbibra-Bongaigaon Transmission Limited, has filed the 

present Petition for grant of transmission licence under Section 14, Section 15 and 

Section  79(1)(e) of the Electricity Act, 2003 (hereinafter referred to as “the Act”) read 

with the Central Electricity Regulatory Commission (Procedure, Terms and Conditions 

for grant of Transmission Licence and other related matters) Regulations, 2009 

(hereinafter referred to as “Transmission Licence Regulations”) to establish “new 

220/132 kV substation at Nangalbibra (hereinafter referred to as “Project”) on Build, 

Own, Operate and Maintain (BOOM) basis comprising of the following elements: 

Sr. No. Name of the Element 

Scheduled 
COD in 
months 
from 
Effective 
Date 

1. Establishment of new 220/132 kV, 2x160 MVA substation at 
Nangalbibra: 
 
i. 220/132 kV, 160 MVA ICT - 2 No. 
ii. 220 kV ICT bays - 2 No. 
iii. 132 kV ICT bays - 2 No. 
iv. 220 kV Line bays: 2 No. [for termination of Bongaigaon 

(POWERGRID) - Nangalbibra 400 kV D/c line (initially 
operated at 220 kV) - under this scheme] 

v. 132 kV Line bays: 2 No. [for termination of Nangalbibra -
existing Nangalbibra (MePTCL) 132 kV D/c (Single 
Moose) line of MePTCL] 

vi. Bus reactor 245kV, 31.5 MVAr - 2 No. 
vii. 220 kV Bus reactor bays - 2 No. 
 
Additional space for future expansion: 
- 220/132 kV, 200 MVA ICT - 1 No. (along with associated 

bays at both levels)  
- 400/220 kV, 500 MVA ICT - 3 No. (along with associated 

bays at both levels)  
 
Space for 400 kV upgradation: 
- Line bays along with space for switchable line reactor: 8 No. 

[2 No. for 400 kV operation of Bongaigaon (POWERGRID) 
- Nangalbibra 400 kV D/c line (initially operated at 220 kV) 
and 6 No. for other lines] 

- Bus reactor 420 kV, 125 MVAr - 3 No. 
- 400 kV Bus reactor bays - 3 No. 
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Space for future 220 kV line bays: 6 No. (2 No. for termination 
of Mawngap (Meghalaya) – Nangalbibra 220 kV D/c line of 
MePTCL and 4 No. for future lines] 
Space for future 132 kV line bays: 6 No. (for future lines) 

24 Months 

2. Extension at 220 kV GIS in Bongaigaon (POWERGRID) 
400/220 kV S/s:  
2 No. of GIS line bays for termination of Bongaigaon 
(POWERGRID) - Nangalbibra 400 kV D/c line (initially operated 
at 220 kV) 
220 kV line bays - 2 No. 

3. Extension at Hatsinghmari (Assam) S/s: 2 No. of 132 kV line 
bays for termination of Hatsinghmari (Assam) - 
Ampati (Meghalaya) 132 kV D/c line 
132 kV line bays – 2 No. 

4. Extension at Ampati (Meghalaya) S/s: 2 No. of 132 kV line bays 
for termination of Hatsinghmari (Assam) - Ampati (Meghalaya) 
132 kV D/c line 
132 kV line bays - 2 No. 

5. Bongaigaon (POWERGRID) - Nangalbibra 400 kV D/c (Twin 
ACSR Moose) line (initially operated at 220 kV) 

6. Hatsinghmari (Assam) - Ampati (Meghalaya) 132 kV (Single 
ACSR Panther) D/c line 

Note: 

i. POWERGRID to provide space for extension at Bongaigaon (POWERGRID) 
S/s: 2 No. of 220 kV line bays for termination of Bongaigaon (POWERGRID) - 
Nangalbibra 400 kV D/c line (initially operated at 220kV). 
 

ii. AEGCL/Assam, to provide space for extension at Hatsinghmari (Assam) 5/s: 2 
No. of 132 kV line bays for termination of Hatsinghmori (Assam) - Ampati 
(Meghalaya) 132 kV D/c line. 

 
iii. MePTCL/Meghalaya to provide space for extension at Ampati (Meghalaya) S/s: 

2 No. of 132kV line bays for termination of Hatsinghmari (Assam) - Ampati 
(Meghalaya) 132 kV D/c line. 

 
iv. To be implemented by MePTCL, Meghalaya under intra-state scheme in 

matching time frame of this ISTS scheme 
 

a. Mawngap (Meghalaya) - Nangalbibra (ISTS) 220 kV D/c line alongwith 220 
kV line bays at both ends (space for construction of 2 No. 220 kV line bays 
at Nangalbibra (ISTS) to be provided by licensee to MePTCL) 
 

b. Nangalbibra (ISTS) - existing Nangalbibra (MePTCL) 132 kV D/c (Single 
Moose) line (2 No.132kV line bays at Nangalbibra (MePTCL) is to be 
implemented by MePTCL, however, 2 No.132 kV line bays at Nangalbibra 
(ISTS) is under the scope of this ISTS scheme)” 

 

2. Based on the competitive bidding carried out by PFC Consulting Limited 

(PFCCL) in its capacity as the Bid Process Coordinator (BPC) in accordance with the 

Guidelines issued by Ministry of Power, Government of India under Section 63 of the 
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Act, Nangalbibra-Bongaigaon Transmission Limited emerged as the successful 

bidder with the lowest levelized transmission charges of Rs. 558.59 million per 

annum. 

3. The Commission after considering the application of the Petitioner in the light 

of the provisions of the Act and the Transmission Licence Regulations, in its order 

dated 23.5.2022, prima facie proposed to grant transmission licence to the Petitioner. 

Relevant extract of order dated 23.5.2022 is extracted as under: 

“19. The Petitioner has served the copy of the Application on the Central 
Transmission of Utility of India Limited (CTUIL) as required under Section 15(3) 
of the Act and Regulation 7(6) of the Transmission Licence Regulations. CTUIL 
in its letter dated 17.3.2022 has recommended for grant of transmission licence 
to the Petitioner. Relevant portion of the said letter dated 17.3.2022 is extracted 
as under: 

“This has reference to Petition No. 33/TL/2022 filed by M/s Nanglabibra-
Bongaigaon Transmission Limited (NBTL) before CERC under Sections 14,15, 
and 79 (1) (e) of the Electricity Act, 2003 and CERC (Procedure, Terms and 
Conditions for grant of Transmission Licence and other related matters) 
Regulations, 2009 for grant of transmission licence to establish subject ISTS 
scheme on Build, Own, Operate and Maintain (BOOM) basis. In this regard, 
following is submitted: 

1. Presently, the State of Meghalaya has one 400/220 kV s/s at Byrnihat 
(MePTCL) and one 132 kV S/S at Khilerhat (POWERGRID) to meet its power 
requirement from ISTS network. The both ISTS -STU interconnection points 
are on eastern part of Meghalaya. Due to increasing power demand and for 
providing reliable power supply in the Western part of Meghalaya, necessity of 
a 220 kV sub-station in the East Garo Hills district of Western Meghalaya was 
felt. Accordingly, the subject scheme envisages establishment of a new 
220/132 kV sub-station at Nangalbibra in Western part of Meghalaya through 
Bongaigaon-Nangalbibra 400 kV D/C line (operated at 220 kV) with the 
provision to upgrade the system to 400 kV level in future. The Detailed scope 
of the transmission scheme is enclosed at Annexure-I  

 

2. The transmission scheme was agreed in the 1st meeting of North Eastern 
Regional Power Committee (Transmission Planning) (NERPCTP), held on 
8.11.2019.  

3. The transmission system was discussed and agreed in the 3rd meeting 
of the National Committee on Transmission (NCT) (re-constituted vide MOP 
office order dated 4.11.2019) meeting held on 26.5.2020 & 28.5.2020.  

4. Ministry of Power, Government of India vide Gazette notification dated 
25.9.2020 had appointed PFC Consulting Ltd. (PFC) as the Bid Process 
Coordinator (BPC) for selection of Bidder as Transmission Service Provider 
(TSP) to establish the subject ISTS scheme through Tariff Based Competitive 
Bidding (TBCB) process. 
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5. The ISTS scheme was also agreed in the 21st North Eastern Region 
Power Committee (NERPC) meeting held on 4.2.2021. 

6. BPC incorporated M/s Nangalbibra-Bongaigaon Transmission Limited 
 (NBTL), a Special Purpose Vehicle (SPV) as its wholly owned subsidiary, to 
initiate various activities for execution of the ISTS scheme and to subsequently 
act as the TSP. Pursuant to the process of competitive bidding conducted by 
the BPC, M/s Sterlite Grid 26 Limited on 14.10.2021. Subsequently, M/s Sterlite 
Grid 26 Limited acquired 100% equity shareholding of M/s NBTL on 
16.12.2021, upon execution of the Share Purchase Agreement and after 
completion of all procedural requirements as specified in the bid documents. 
Thereafter, PFC vide email dated 22.12.2021 informed CTU regarding transfer 
of the SPV namely, M/s NBTL to M/s Sterlite Grid 26 Limited. The scheduled 
COD   for the proposed ISTS scheme is 24 months from the effective date.   

7. During the course of the bidding, the 220 kV downstream system to be 
implemented M/s Meghalaya Power Transmission Corporation Limited 
(MePTCL) from Nangalbibra (ISTS) S/s was modified in 3rd meeting of NERPC-
TP held on 19.7.2021 from “Nangalbibra (ISTS)-Mawngap (Meghalaya) 220 kV 
D/C line along with 220 kV   line bays at both ends”. The same was also noted 
in the 6th meeting of NCT held on 29.10.2021, wherein it was recorded that his 
would have no implication on the scope of works of the already notified ISTS 
scheme to be implemented through TBCB route.  

8. In line with Section 15(4) of the Electricity Act, 2003, based on details 
furnished by M/s Nangalbidra-Bongaigaon Transmission Limited (NBTL), CTU 
recommends the grant of transmission licence to M/s Nangalbidra-Bongaigaon 
Transmission Limited for executing the ISTS scheme, namely “Establishment 
of new 220/132 kV sub-station at Nangalbibra.” as mentioned in Para-1 above.” 

 
   20.  We have considered the submissions of the Petitioner and BPC. The 
proviso to Clause 2.4 of the RfP provides that "if for any reason attributable to 
the BPC, the said activities are not completed by the selected bidder within 
the above period of ten (10) days as mentioned in this clause, such period of 
10 days shall be extended, on a day to day basis till the end of the Bid validity 
period". Though LoI was issued on 14.10.2021, BPC, vide its letter dated 
16.12.2021, in terms of Clauses 2.4, 2.5 and 2.6 of RfP extended the date 
upto 27.12.2021 for completion of all activities by the successful bidder. The 
selected bidder furnished the Contract Performance Guarantee to the Long 
Term Transmission Customers of the Project for an amount of Rs. 10.37 crore 
and has acquired hundred percent equity-holding in the applicant company on 
16.12.2021 after execution of the Share Purchase Agreement. The TSP on 
behalf of the selected bidder filed the Application through e-filing for grant of 
transmission licence and adoption of tariff on 22.12.2021. Considering the 
material on record, we are prima-facie of the view that the Petitioner satisfies 
the conditions for grant of inter-State transmission licence under Section 15 of 
the Act read with Transmission Licence Regulations for construction, 
operation and maintenance of the Transmission System as described in para 
1 of this order. We therefore, direct that a public notice under clause (a) of 
sub-section (5) of Section 15 of the Act be published to invite suggestions or 
objections to grant of transmission licence aforesaid. The objections or 
suggestions, if any, be filed by any person before the Commission, by 
9.6.2022.” 


